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1o SEVERE FLOODS ARE CAUSING CONSIDERABLE: DAMAGE AND SUFFERING
IN EAST PAKISTANe. DETAILS HAVE BEEN GIVEN. IN OUR RECENT
REPORTING. PRESIDENT YAHYA HAS JUST CONCLUDED 12«DAY VISIT

TO!

EAST PAKISTAN DURING WHICH' HE TOURED AFFECTED AREAS. AND
INSPECTED. RELIEF OPERATIONS. ON AUGUST 15 HE ANNOUNCED
BECISION TO POSTPONE UNTIL: DECEMBER 7 THE. NATIONAL' ELECTIONS
ME' HAD PREVIOUSLY SET FOR OCTOBER 5, CITING THE FLOOpD EFFECTS
WHICH WOULD MAKE IT INFEASIBLE TO HOLD ELECTIONS IN OCTORBER

IN EAST WINGs

EQ GOP HAS. REQUESTED US AND' OTHER: FOREIGN: GOVERNMENTS TO
PROVIDE RELIEF ASSISTANCE« I HAVE ALREADY DELIVERED CHECK
FOR RUPEES 102,002 (ABOUT DOLS 21,090) TO PRESIDENT'S EAST
PAKISTAN RELIEF FUNDe. USG HAS ALSO AGREED TO PERMIT PAKISTAN
TO' BEGIN PURCHASES NOW OF: 399,930 TONS OF WHEAT AGAINST PL
48@ AGREEMENT STILL TO BE NEGOTIATED FOR CURRENT YEARS

WE' ARE. CONTINUING TO STUDY RELIEF. NEEDS AND WILL _
RECOMMEND ANY OTHER ADDITIONAL MEASURES WE BELIEVE CALLED FORe
I AM

NOW IN EAST PAKISTAN FOR' FIRST=HAND LOOK AT'SITUATION,»

3o REALIZING THAT FOLLOWING SUGGESTION. CARRIES' WITH IT
OBLIGATION FOR TIMELY RELIEF COMMITMENT, NEVERTHELESS: I
BELIEVE A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT NIXON TO' YAHYA
AT THIS JUNCTURE WOULD RE. TIMELY AND WOULD BE MUCH APPRECIATEDs
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RECOMMEND PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE' ALONG: FOLLOWING LINES;:
WAMBASSADOR FARLANDs AFTER PERSONAL OBSERVATIONs HAS INFORMED
ME' OF THE: SERIOUS FLOOD SITUATION IN EAST PAKISTANe I AM
GRIEVED TO LEARN OF. THE DAMAGE WHICH HAS CAUSED GRIEVOUS
SUFFERING TO MILLIONS OF YOUR COMPATRIOTSe. THE. AMERICAN
PEOPLE JOIN WITH ME IN EXTENDING' TO THEM OUR COMPASSIONATE
AND SYMPATHETIC UNDERSTANDINGe WE HOPE THAT THE SITUATION

IN' THE FLOOD-STRICKEN AREAS WILL' SOON IMPROVE AND THAT PAKISTAN
CAN AGAIN DEVOTE ITS FULL. RESOURCES TO THE COURSE OF NATIONAL
PROGRESS WHICH YOUR GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE HAVE CHARTEDe"
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